ISSUE 28 - SPRING 2021

Spring is in the air

Welcome to the Spring edition of the Manor Farm Estate
newsletter. If you would like us to include anything in future
editions, please do get in touch. admin@seergreen.org.uk
We are feeling positive and excited as we start on the 4 steps to
relative normality – roll on June 21st!

Annual service charge
Firstly a quick reminder that the Annual Service charge is due at the start of April.
This is £100 with a reduction of £25 for early payment if received by April 15th at
the latest. Each household will receive an invoice on April 1st.
This fee has remained at this amount for 25 years but with increasing costs as the
estate matures, it may have to rise. The management committee will give as much
notice as possible of any increase to this amount excluding any emergencies.
The fee covers ongoing maintenance of green areas, trees, hedges and hard
surfaces throughout the year.

Works completed
We are delighted that the new
benches are in place on the big
green. Let’s hope that we have the
weather to enjoy them!
The remedial tree work has also
been done this week ensuring that
the affected trees won’t cause any
damage.
The cost of the benches and the
continued garden maintenance
comes from the annual service
charge enabling the estate to
continue looking attractive.

Get yourself a green bin
Sadly, there is still a lot of garden
waste being dumped at various
locations around the estate. This is
extremely frustrating and costly for
everyone.
The council can supply green garden
waste bins at an annual cost of £45
which is collected every 2 weeks
with the recycling. If you haven’t
already got one, do please consider
getting one from Buckinghamshire
Council.
You can download your collection
calendar here: My Bin Calendar
.

One Can update
An update from Janet at 5 Coat Wicks on the continuing need for donations.
One Can are finding that their numbers are sadly still increasing as more
people are made redundant and businesses re-structuring for the future.
They are currently supporting 659 people, 305 of which are children in 281
homes. 193% more than before the start of the pandemic.
The most up to date list of urgent requirements is available on their website
www.onecantrust.org.uk or there is now an app available from your app store
which is updated weekly. There are now 4 collection points in Seer Green
which is wonderful:

5 Coat Wicks (at the back of the house by the garage)
46 Orchard Road
Outside Best One
Walton House - Manor Crescent
These are the things that are asked for most commonly – every donation is
gratefully received
Eggs
Fresh fruit and vegetables*
(esp. broccoli, bananas, onions and carrots)
Cooking sauces
Baked beans
Sugar
Tinned mixed veg
Tinned meat meals and hotdogs
Pasta
Biscuits
Toothbrushes
Deodorant
Shampoo and conditioner

Seer Green Gardeners
Did you know that as a resident of Seer Green you are automatically a member of
Seer Green Gardeners? They have been busy recently preparing 3 sites at the
entrances to the village for wild flower areas. The chippings which were produced by
the remedial work to the trees on the estate, were used to create a path at the
junction of Bottom Lane – we look forward to 3 wonderful displays later in the
summer

They are also responsible for the bulbs under each road sign as well as the
welcoming planters as you enter the village.
In normal times, there would have been a Spring Show at the Baptist Church
showcasing flowers and domestic items This year, sadly, that’s impossible so they
are organising a Seer Green SpringFest! This will run from 22-25th April with different
events happening over those 4 days both live and virtually - More details will be
available soon. The event will be culminating on Sunday 25th April with a Front
Gardens Trail. Our open plan front gardens are ideal for this kind of display, so why
don’t you get involved in this whole village initiative, even a few colourful pots would
make a lovely focal point.
Here are the details from their website . www.seergreengardeners.org
“We are inviting you to show off your front garden as part of the trail. Your garden
will need to be easily seen from the path, pavement or road. We would simply ask
you to be available from 2 to 4 pm to greet people and answer any questions. Your
garden need not be a horticultural masterpiece, we'd love as many people as
possible to take part. You could simply show off your spring bulbs and blossom or
plant up some pots for the whole community to enjoy. We are planning to organise
this in a Covid secure way, so people will not be allowed to enter your garden and
everyone will be asked to respect the Covid guidelines.
We also thought it would be a great opportunity for the artistic members of our village
to show off what they might have been doing during lockdown! So we are also
encouraging artists, craft makers and anyone creative to display their work in their
front garden, or to make something special to display. This could range from wood
carving to fine art, or be something much more low key, everything is welcome. In the
same way as the Village Advent calendar, we would like lots of people to be involved
to make this a celebration both of our lovely village and of the gradual release from
lockdown.
If you would like your front garden to be included please click here to register by 10
April”

Village news
Both of our wonderful village pubs are continuing to do takeaways until they’re
able to open on April 12th. Save yourself from cooking one evening and try their
delicious offerings. Book now for a table in their gardens when we’re allowed to!
The Jolly Cricketers
The Three Horseshoes
The Jolly Cricketers is open on Friday, Saturday and Sunday morning for coffee

and bacon rolls from 10-12
Three Horseshoes has a special take away on Friday mornings with all sorts of
wonderful treats.
Fishmonger
Darren from High Tides Fisheries in Brixham is also outside the Three
Horseshoes on a Friday morning from 8am until about 2pm with a wonderful
selection of freshly caught fish. If you haven’t sampled his wares, I can really
recommend that you do.

Did you know?
The original Seer Green playground was in Jubilee Walk, beside the Three
Horseshoes, before it moved to its present location in Green Meadow.

Dog fouling
Lockdown has encouraged a lot of families to get a puppy, which has helped
our mental health and exercise regime, however we have had complaints from
residents about continual dog fouling on private gardens.
While this is extremely annoying and unsavoury, unfortunately the Management
Committee cannot act on it as private gardens are the owner’s responsibility.
There are dog waste bins at the entrance to the Nature Reserve at the end of
Farmer’s Way and also one on Jubilee Walk.
This is not an exclusive Manor Farm problem, there are many notices around
the whole village on more open garden areas asking owners to take
responsibility for their dog’s mess.
If you are affected, there are some options to consider within the guidelines for
gardens in the covenants.
This Wikihow article could help.
Or products like this from Amazon might be useful and would not spoil the look
of the garden.
Many posters and signs are available online.
If anyone catches the culprit(s) on their doorbell video cameras – please do let
the Parish Council clerk Liz Bates know
clerk@seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk
There is also an increasing amount of dog mess on our communal greens too
which affects all of us, it’s really unpleasant and unsightly. It is particularly
hazardous for our gardening team who mow our lawns, please be considerate.
There are fines which the council can impose for these culprits, a £50 fixed penalty
which increases to a maximum of £1000 if the case is taken to court.
We will be putting notices up on these communal areas in the hope that this will deter
some offenders. Please please clear up after your own dog and keep an eye out for
anyone breaking the common decency rules.

New website
The committee has recently taken over the running of the Manor Farm
website giving it a fresh new look. We hope that it is is clearer and
more concise making it easier to navigate and search. It is also mobile
friendly.
Take a look and let us know what you think.
http://seergreen.org.uk

Cold calling
We have noticed in recent weeks, that there are cold callers going from door to
door. If you need any help with checking the authenticity of these companies
and their products, do call Citizen’s Advice on 0808 2231133 There is obviously
no obligation to answer your door to anyone you don’t know. The Community
police number to dial if you’re anxious is 101.
It is also worth downloading this free resource from the Money Saving Expert
website to put in your window or front door.
We asked in the last newsletter if anyone would be interested in co-ordinating a
Neighbourhood Watch scheme. We didn’t have any responses, but this cold
calling trend is worrying and something that a concerted combined approach
could deal with. Please do think about the Community and look at this article
and see if you could help. It’s an extension of the What’s App groups set up for
each street at the start of the pandemic and could be an extremely valuable
addition to our neighbourhood. We look forward to hearing from you if you
would like to help with this.

Your property
Just a quick reminder for us all.

Chiltern District council has reserved permitted development rights for the
Manor Farm Estate. In a nutshell, this means that structures you would

normally be able to build without planning permission eg outdoor buildings and
extensions will need permission from the Council. Any structural change also
must be given permission by the Management Committee, although if
permission has been given by the council, this is a formality.
Our gardens too are bound by covenants put in place by the original
developers and the Council.
Full details of these are available to read on the website www.seergreen.org.uk
but the key issue is that all front gardens should be laid to lawn with or without
flower beds and unenclosed.
It has been noticed that there are a small number of properties who appear to
be in breach of this. Please could you rectify this and ensure that pathways are
clear of hedging, so that prams & wheeelchairs are able to pass along the
footpaths without being scratched by hedging.
If you are thinking about undertaking any home improvements, we are here to
help. Do please ask us before you start, so that you’re sure that what you’re
doing is going to be within the covenants.
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